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Drug and Chemical Compounds
Marijuana is a medical drug whose scientific and chemical name is Cannabis sativa (Danovitch, 2012). This drug has different real names that give people a highly negative perception about. The most common real name used for marijuana is bhang, which is considered to be illegal in many different countries of the world. For this reason, many people who hear about marijuana tend to associate the drug with criminals and illegal activities. This makes people to consider marijuana not as a medical drug, but as an illegal substance that is unfit for human use. However, such fears are only valid to people who abuse the drug since the abuse of bhang has different side effects to the body of the user. A common side effect of this drug is the hallucination effect (Danovitch, 2012). However, marijuana is a psychoactive drug used widely across the world for good medical reasons. It is only its abuse that is illegal and unhealthy to the abuser’s body.
One of the chemicals that are occasionally reported in the media as toxic or having the potential to pose some sort of harm to humans is cholesterol. The IUPAC name of this chemical is Cholesterol. Its chemical formula is C27H46O (Larosa et al., 1990). The physical appearance of cholesterol is white crystalline powder. I learnt about this chemical for the first time from the media, particularly the food commercial adverts. The public perception of risk for this compound is that excess cholesterol levels in the body has the potential to cause heart diseases, peripheral artery disease and stroke (LaRosa et al., 1990). Cholesterol is formed naturally in the human body by the liver but dietary cholesterol is ingested through the intake such foods as meat, full-fat dairy products and poultry (Larosa et al., 1990). The regulation of dietary cholesterol is done through regulating the food processing to ensure levels of this compound is kept as low as possible in the processed food substances.


Works Cited
Danovitch, Itai. "Sorting through the science on marijuana: facts, fallacies, and implications for legalization." McGeorge L. Rev. 43 (2012): 91.
LaRosa, J. C., et al. "The cholesterol facts. A joint statement by the American Heart Association and National Heart." Lung, and Blood Institute. Circulation 81 (1990): 1721-1733.
Larosa, John C., et al. "The cholesterol facts. A summary of the evidence relating dietary fats, serum cholesterol, and coronary heart disease. A joint statement by the American Heart Association and the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute. The Task Force on Cholesterol Issues, American Heart Association." Circulation 81.5 (1990): 1721-1733.

[bookmark: _GoBack]
